Drought Assistance Program
Transport of fodder freight subsidy

Details of Drought Assistance Scheme
The Drought Relief Assistance Scheme (DRAS) is offered by the Queensland Government and administered by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). The purpose of the scheme is to assist primary producers whose properties are drought declared to manage the welfare of their livestock during drought, and to restore
their herds after drought. The transport of fodder subsidy helps with the cost of transporting fodder to drought affected livestock and applies to the loaded portion of the journey only.

Link to Additional Information
Transport of fodder freight subsidy guideline (PDF, 250.7KB)
Transport of fodder form (PDF, 591.4KB)
Feed millers/manufacturers - declaration (PDF, 560.7KB)
Fodder merchants/agents - declaration (PDF, 559.6KB)
Transport of donated fodder form (PDF, 119.4KB)

Transport of water freight subsidy

The Drought Relief Assistance Scheme (DRAS) is offered by the Queensland Government and administered by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). The purpose of the scheme is to assist primary producers whose properties are drought declared to manage the welfare of their livestock during drought, and to restore
their herds after drought. The transport of water subsidy helps with the cost of transporting water to drought affected livestock and applies to the loaded portion of the journey only.
The Drought Relief Assistance Scheme (DRAS) is offered by the Queensland Government and administered by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). The purpose of the scheme is to assist primary producers whose properties are drought declared to manage the welfare of their livestock during drought, and to restore
their herds after drought. The Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate helps with the cost of establishing water infrastructure to supply water for emergency animal welfare needs.

Transport of water freight subsidy guideline  (PDF, 217.7KB)
Transport of water form (PDF, 645.7KB)
Emergency water infrastructure rebate guideline (PDF, 228.6KB)
Water availability statement (emergency water infrastructure rebate) (PDF, 650.5KB)
Application for emergency water infrastructure rebate (PDF, 553.7KB)
Transport of stock returning from agistment freight subsidy guideline (PDF, 249.2KB)
Stock returning from agistment form (PDF, 187.3KB)
Transport of livestock purchased for restocking freight subsidy guideline (PDF, 245.6KB)
Animals purchased for restocking form (PDF, 647.9KB)

Emergency water infrastructure rebate

Transport of livestock returning from agistment freight
subsidy
Transport of livestock purchased for restocking freight
subsidy
Land rent rebates
Water licence waivers

The Drought Relief Assistance Scheme (DRAS) is offered by the Queensland Government and is administered by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). The purpose of the scheme is to assist primary producers whose properties are drought declared to manage the welfare of their livestock during drought, and to
restore their herds after drought. This subsidy helps with the cost of returning livestock from agistment once the drought is over.
The Drought Relief Assistance Scheme (DRAS) is offered by the Queensland Government and administered by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF). The purpose of the scheme is to assist primary producers whose properties are drought declared to manage the welfare of their livestock during drought, and to restore
their herds after drought. This subsidy helps with the cost of transporting livestock purchased for restocking once the drought is over.
Holders of rural leases (Category 11 leases used for grazing and primary production) issued under Queensland’s Land Act 1994 are eligible for a rebate of 15% of their annual rent where that annual rent is more than $261.00 (excl. GST). The rebate is available to producers who hold leases in drought-declared areas and to those
who have an individually droughted property (IDP). Producers who are eligible for the rebate will receive information with their annual/quarterly invoices.
Annual water licence fees are being waived for Queensland producers whose properties are in drought-declared areas or have an IDP. Affected producers will be advised of the waiver by letter. Fees for all new water licence applications for stock and domestic water in all drought-declared areas in Queensland will also be waived.
This includes properties with an IDP.

https://www.dnrme.qld.gov.au/home/about-us/support-assistance/drought-declared-areas

https://www.dnrme.qld.gov.au/home/about-us/support-assistance/drought-declared-areas

Transport-related drought assistance measures

The Department of Transport and Main Roads provides a drought assistance package for eligible registered operators of vehicles. Primary producers are eligible for drought assistance if their property has been drought declared by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. Items included in the package are: 1. Multicombination drought permits 2. Permit to increase the maximum hayloading height 3. An additional registration pay term of 3 months and exemption from surcharge for a 3 or 6 month registration pay term 4. Exemption from an administrative fee for late payment of registration 5. Waiving of certificate of inspection fees 6.
Seasonal registration vehicles can have dormant period extended to two years 7. Cancellation and re-registration of vehicles 8. Fodder transport with primary producer concession 9. Farm plate concession vehicles able to cart water for up to 80 km 10. Stock grazing on declared road reserves

Counselling services for drought-affected communities

Drought places financial and emotional stress on affected communities. If you or someone you know is experiencing financial stress or mental health and wellbeing issues, support is available from: professional financial counsellors, mental health services, other assistance schemes.

Drought management plan
Feral animal assistance package

For increasing the ceiling of DRAS from $20,000 to $30,000) From 15 May 2015 producers with a Drought Management Plan which are in their third and subsequent year of drought have the ceiling increased from $30,000 to $40,000.
Feral animals continue to put significant pressure on agricultural industries during drought conditions. Feral animals continue to put significant pressure on agricultural industries during drought conditions.The Australian Government has provided Queensland with $5.6 million in drought assistance
funding to support improved pest animal management in drought-affected areas.
These guidelines have been developed to help producers complete an application for an Individually Droughted Property (IDP) declaration. An IDP allows access to Queensland Government drought assistance prior to an area drought declaration

Individually droughted property

Recovering from drought
Drought Relief from Electricity Charges Scheme (DRECS)
Country Womens Association (CWA) Drought Aid

You may be eligible for assistance to help restock, once conditions on your property have improved. Find out below what you need to consider to ensure you have access to the Drought Relief Assistance Scheme (DRAS) drought recovery assistance.
The Drought Relief from Electricity Charges Scheme (DRECS) provides relief from supply charges on electricity accounts that are used to pump water for farm or irrigation purposes. Financial assistance is available in drought-declared areas or if your property has been drought-declared. You can apply for a waiver or
reimbursement of supply charges on all relevant electricity accounts.
The 2018 Drought Relief Fund, a partnership between Channel 9, Rotary Australia World Community Service (RAWCS), and the National Farmers’ Federation (NFF), announced the $1 million in grants on August, 16 and will be administered by The Country Womens Associations (CWA) of NSW and QLD. The funds will be provided to
the Country Women’s Association (CWA) in both New South Wales and Queensland, and the Need for Feed initiative which currently services NSW. In additon, Coles have announced that $5 million is going to the Country Women’s Association to assist drought-affected farmers. Grant payments from the CWA of NSW Disaster
Relief Fund are up to a maximum of $3000 per individual applicant and/or household and are available for farming businesses that are drought-affected and reliant on farming as their primary source of income. The money can be used for the likes of groceries, vehicle maintenance, school expenses, household bills and medical
costs

Salvation Army Drought Assistance

Salvo rural chaplains are on the ground, offering practical and emotional support. The Salvation Army is committed to helping people in need across Australia, and every day their ministers, corps (churches), chaplains, staff and volunteers are making a difference in regional communities as they provide a range of programs and
services to meet material, emotional and spiritual needs. The Salvation Army has established a 24/7 emergency assistance hotline offering support to farmers impacted by the drought. If you're in New South Wales, Australian Capital Territory or Queensland, you can call: 02 8757 8088. Additionally Rural chaplains may also
provide services such as:
1. Emergency financial assistance eg. help with bills, vouchers for farming supplies
2. Delivery of donated goods and food hampers
3. Emotional and spiritual support and a listening ear
4. Advocacy and pastoral care
5. Personal support through illness
6. Support through grief and loss
7. Support during legal proceedings

Farm Table

Farm Table is a national platform that brings together the Australian Agricultural industry’s knowledge and connects farmers. On the Farm Table website have compiled a list of currently available Grants and Funding

https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Community-and-environment/Community-engagement/Disaster-and-drought-assistance.aspx
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/rural-disasterrecovery/drought/assistance/counselling
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0008/409769/drought-management-plan.pdf
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/plants/weeds-pest-animals-ants/new-feral-animal-assistance-package
Individually droughted property guideline
Online application for an individually droughted property (IDP) (This works best if it is opened in Internet Explorer)
Application for an individually droughted property (IDP) declaration (PDF, 862.1KB)
Please note: this is a fillable pdf form, and can't be opened in some browser versions. To save it, right-click on the
link and select Save target as (Internet Explorer) or Save link as (Chrome and Firefox)
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0011/975062/factsheet-drought-recovery.pdf
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/rural-disaster-recovery/drought/assistance/drecs
www.needforfeed.org
www.cwaofnsw.org.au/droughtaid
www.qcwa.org.au
https://salvos.org.au/about-us/latest-news/disasters-other-appeals/2018-droughts/access-drought-assistance/

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/drought/assistance/rural-financial-counselling-service/nsw
https://farmtable.com.au/boost-resources/grants-funding/

