
CHAPTER 1
The Australian Cotton Industry 
Naturally World’s Best



AN INTRODUCTION TO THE AUSTRALIAN COTTON INDUSTRY

Cotton is a natural fibre grown on a plant. It’s
produced so that the fibre can be made into
products that consumers use every day including
jeans, t-shirts, sheets and towels. Fibre from the
cotton plant is made into yarn and fabric, the seed
is fed to cattle and crushed for oil and the rest of the
plant can be made into mulch.

Cotton makes up just over a third of all the fibre sold
globally, and is the world’s favourite natural fibre.

Produced commercially in Australia since the 1960s,
cotton has developed into one of our leading 
agricultural industries.

Cotton is grown under the Australian sun on about
1,500 farms from Emerald in the north of
Queensland to Griffith in southern NSW. Most
cotton farms grow an average of 467 hectares of
cotton, are owned and operated by Australian
families and employ approximately eight staff.

Cotton is grown on some of the deepest and richest
soils in Australia that have a unique capacity for
storing water by swelling and shrinking in harmony
with the natural wetting and drying cycles of their
regions. Likewise, the agricultural community’s
livelihood swells and shrinks with droughts and
floods - and Australian cotton farmers have adapted
to survive in what can be an unforgiving environment
when the rains don’t come. 

They have learned to make more from less -
producing the highest yielding, highest quality, 
most environmentally-friendly cotton in the world.
These farming communities are working with

leading manufacturers and premium brands to
differentiate their product, placing it into the hands
of consumers all over the globe.

The world wants our cotton. Although a relatively
small producer on the world scale, Australia is the
world’s fourth largest cotton exporter, producing
sustainable, high quality, low contaminant cottons
that attract a premium on the world market.
Continuous improvements in Australian cotton
quality, particularly staple length and strength,
means our raw product is increasingly being used
for the production of premium quality fabric.

Over 150 regional communities from Emerald and
Theodore in Central Queensland to Hillston and Hay
in Southern NSW are reliant on cotton production,
which underpins regional prosperity and social
infrastructure in these communities. In a normal year
the Australian cotton industry directly employs over
10,000 Australians and supports 4,000 businesses
that rely on cotton.

Australian cotton farmers participate in a voluntary
environmental program called Best Management
Practices (myBMP), which ensures cotton is
produced and manufactured with the highest
environmental standards from the farm and beyond.
Our innovative farm practices have seen water use
efficiency double in the last 25 years, and Australian
cotton growers deliver two to three times more
cotton per land area than the global average.
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The world’s biggest producers include
China, USA, India, Pakistan and Brazil.
Australia is a relatively minor producer
on the world scale but it is the fourth
largest exporter growing between two
and five million bales (227 kg per bale)
each year, depending on price and the
availability of water.

In Australia cotton is grown in southern,
central and north-western NSW and
central and southern Queensland.

The major production area in NSW
stretches south from the Macintyre
River on the Queensland border and
covers the Gwydir, Namoi and
Macquarie valleys. In NSW cotton is
also grown along the Barwon and
Darling rivers in the west and the
Lachlan and Murrumbidgee rivers in
the south. In Queensland, cotton is
grown mostly in the south in the 
Darling Downs, St George, 
Dirranbandi and Macintyre Valley
regions. The remainder is grown near
Emerald, Theodore and Biloela in
Central Queensland. There are small
plantings in the Burdekin region of
Queensland and the Ord River area 
in Western Australia.Fact Sheet: The Australian Cotton Industry 

Cotton grower from Wee Waa,
Matt Norrie is one of the 1,500 
family farmers that make up
the Australian Cotton Industry

WHERE IS
COTTON
GROWN?
Cotton is grown in around
75 countries of the world,
between 45 degrees North
and 32 degrees South. 
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