
Suite 4.01 · 247 Coward Street
Mascot NSW 2020 · Australia
P: +61 2 9669 5222
F: +61 2 9669 5511
talktous@cottonaustralia.com.au
www.cottonaustralia.com.au

A COLLECTION OF STATISTICS
ACROSS 20 KEY AREAS

OF AUSTRALIAN
COTTON PRODUCTION

Cotton
Annual

2013



Welcome
to the first Cotton Australia
Cotton Annual
Each year Cotton Australia will publish this pocket-sized
book, a collection of up-to-date statistics about 20 key 
areas of cotton production in Australia: crop size, area,
forecasts, yield, quality, price, water, biotechnology and 
a whole lot more.

Unless stated otherwise, the numbers quoted in this booklet
relate to the 2011-12 Australian cotton crop. Sources and
references are identified at the back.

For more information, statistics and facts please visit
www.cottonaustralia.com.au

Cotton Australia is the peak representative body for
Australia’s 1250 cotton farms.

2012-13
season

forecast
(as at Dec 2012)
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This is a 
reduction of

4.15
million bales

444,840
hectares

compared to the 2011-12
harvested area

20%1
Australian

Cotton
Bale

= 227 kg 1
hectare

=

approx 
2 rugby
football
fields



1,250
approximately half 
in NSW and half 
in Queensland

Number of
Cotton Farms

467
(five year average, 
2008-09 to 2012-13)

Average 
area of 

cotton on 
a farm

hectares
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Contribution to
regional and
rural Australian 
workforce

Cotton is 
grown in

Communities 
where cotton 

is grown

152
regional communities across 
NSW and Queensland
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8,000 In 2012 cotton
provided

employment for 

people 
across northern NSW
and southern QLD alone

6.4 The average
cotton farm

provides 
jobs for

people



State Split Previous
Crop Size – 
Harvested 
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56%
44%

of the crop was grown in NSW

of the crop was grown in Queensland
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20 YEAR HISTORY OF CROP PRODUCTION

5.3
million bales

566,000
hectares
largest crop ever!



YieldDryland /
irrigated 

(% of area)
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20%
80%

of the crop was rain grown (dryland)

was irrigated

Australia’s cotton growers produce yields two and a half
times the world average – and have done for 20 years running

Over the last 20 years, 
Australia’s irrigated cotton

yield has increased by28%

9.46
bales/hectare
Overall average yield

9.7
bales/hectare

Irrigated cotton yield

Dryland
cotton yield4.8

bales/hectare



Farm Gate Value
(seed and lint)
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Medium
41%

Low
11%

Premium
24%

High
20%

Lower 4%

Quality

85%
of Australia’s cotton crop met the base grade with only 
15% of the crop attracting a discount on the world market

44%
was graded as premium or
high quality, attracting a higher
price on the world market

QUALITY OF
AUSTRALIA’S
COTTON CROP

$2,571,002,000
Value of cotton lint

The Australian cotton 
crop was worth almost$3

billion

$241,031,000
Value of cottonseed

Average Offered $AUD Bale Price
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467 472
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494 479

407

503

393

497 485

354 376 368 384 392 422

664

451

$451Price
average offered price 
of a bale of cotton



In 2011-2012, world cotton 
production was approximately

World
Market

15

118.8
million bales

In 2011-2012, world cotton
consumption was approximately 

101.2
million bales

Australia is the fourth largest exporter in the world
(behind USA, India and Uzbekistan)

99%Over

Australia’s place 
in the world 

cotton market

� China – 549,479,383 
� Indonesia – 95,561,145 
� Thailand – 73,254,903 

� Bangladesh – 40,871,464  
� Other – 33,231,670 
� South Korea – 31,989,557
� Japan – 21,646,478 
� Pakistan – 15,553,739 

� Vietnam – 11,265,494  
� Hong Kong – 6,542,649
TOTAL – 879,396,482   

AUSTRALIA’S RAW COTTON EXPORTS IN 2011 (KG)
(source: ABARES)

70% is sold 
to China

of Australia’s
raw cotton is
exported



Area 
planted
using
biotechnology

99.2%
of Australia’s cotton crop was grown
with varieties containing biotech traits

Insect Pest 
Control

Australian cotton growers have
reduced their insecticide use by

87%
over the past 10 years

17



% of native 
vegetation on
cotton farms

% of catchment 
used to 
grow cotton

19

Around

40%
of cotton farm
area is
dedicated 
to native
vegetation>5%

of the catchment areas in which they operate

Cotton crops occupy less than 



In 2010-11, the
largest area of
irrigated land in
Australia was
pasture for
grazing, which
accounted for 

Cotton’s total 
water use

Cotton crop
water

requirements

21

538,000
hectares 5.2

megalitres per hectare 

or 27%
of the total area
irrigated

The largest
volume of
irrigation
water was
applied to
cotton, 
which used 1,882

gigalitres or 28%
of the national
irrigation total 
for the year
(6,645 gigalitres)

Cotton’s average irrigation 
requirement is

rice

(10.1ML/ha)
soybeans

(6-8 ML/ha)

maize

(8-9 ML/ha)
nurseries, cut flowers and turf

(4.2 ML/ha)

This compares to other summer crops such as:



Water use   
efficiency

22

1.1
bales/megalitre
in 2000-01 to

Australian cotton growers have 
almost doubled their irrigation
water use index from

1.9
bales/megalitre
in 2009-10

The Australian cotton industry has achieved a

40%
increase in water productivity 
over the last decade
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