Water is a farmer’s
most precious resource. Without
water, crops would not grow, food and
natural fibre would not be produced, and
communities could not thrive. Cotton farmers are
great water savers. In fact, they use half the amount of
water to grow cotton than 20 years ago!

Cotton farmers save water by only planting cotton when
there is enough water to grow it. They use seeds specially
bred for Australian conditions and probes to let them
know Whe?] the cgt:]on plant ;]s.tmrst):j, s(;) chey only ¥ Loarn how the water on
water when an | ow much is needed. Farms the cotton farm in Mungindi,
have clever watering systems that reduce water 4 NSW where Bess Gairns lives,
loss to evaporation and seepage. is carefully used at:
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Australian farmers d:.ﬁl A
and the cotton industry are
committed to research and science.
Farmers value the contributions science makes
to their daily lives on farm.

When a cotton farmer receives money
from a harvested bale of cotton, some of this
. 2 money is set aside for research.
= — ! _ Ay bl The Australian government then matches this
T A money to create a pool of cotton research funds.
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Learn how cotton farmer
Georgie Krieg uses technology ,
to ensure her family’s farm %
in Brookstead, QLD, is more ¢ *

sustainable and profitable: | <44
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A great Australian
cotton farm has a healthy balance of life 3t
including plants, animals, insects and bacteriaon
the farm and in the soil and waterways.

. Cotton farmers work hard to support healthy crops
and the native environment by protecting native plants and animals.
They plant trees to create wildlife corridors and conserve
dead timber, rocks and shrubs to preserve the habitat of native
species. They care for the soil by planting other crops to increase
nutrients (like sunflower and maize) and sometimes plant
nothing and leave the soil to rest. They protect the crop from pest
insects by encouraging beneficial insects with food sprays Kol : QE NI &0 Tae
and planting other crops they like to live in. S . y - 4 : AW RS N BRERY Cotton farmers
e ' ' o : j ; are constantly finding new ways
e i ( L _ : to save resources and grow better and more
Learm how cotton 2§ # L ' 0 IS il | Wz cotton using less — less land, water, chemicals,
farmer Andrew Watson = e | X 4 : R it ey D S0y time and money. To do so, they use science in
(Boggabri, NSW) has Il P v o7 S SRR Cezgved their daily lives. Farmers work with scientists
oved | Ve G D OD T e Y EE ; by offering part of their farm for research and
0 oW o8 > 3 a0 on what issues need to be investigated
to solve challenges they
are experiencing.
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Richie Quigley
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Dichiz lives o a cuttieg-edq NI . 2, B Gt | COTTON
i Moo Seot Wales |G PSS | CLASSROOM
Liz Lobsey T LRy, Cotton Australia’s
LK AL B3 Cotton Classroom site

buthers, Richie algo grows wheat, |
sayghum and, cattle. 2”ZJ rew up o 750%@& n f’ﬂov%ern, has information, lessons, units,
Watch: http://youtu.be/2yEpXeBVVg4 ‘g ueenatand. How ohe & the fg‘lf hand, education kits, classroom videos

[ woman #o an growetd advizing o how | : : and presentations and much more.
% praduce Hu beat crop. Visit at:

' / 7o JW JM &Jr’ (220 Watch: http://youtu.be/YWbVzdDxWHo P71/ o onaustTalla com aus
a ,9“70&/ cnvolved, in tle ' Ay cotton-classroom

cotton WZ@ vioit
http://cottonaustralia.com.au/cotton-classroom/people-in-cotton
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