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Cotton Australia Conference 2026
Scholarship for university undergraduates

Cotton Australia and the Cotton Research and Development Corporation will offer 22 scholarships for university undergraduates to attend the Australian Cotton Conference which is held at the Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre from 4-6 August 2026.
  
About Cotton Australia and Cotton Research and Development Corporation
 
Cotton Australia is the peak body for Australia’s cotton‑growing industry, supporting approximately 1,500 cotton‑farming families across NSW, Queensland and Northern Australia. We foster a sustainable, innovative, and globally respected industry and work to develop a skilled workforce while increasing community understanding of cotton production and its contributions to regional Australia.

Cotton Research and Development Corporation (CRDC) delivers outcomes in cotton research, development and extension (RD&E) for the Australian cotton industry. A partnership between the Australian Government and cotton growers, CRDC invests in world-leading RD&E to benefit Australia’s dynamic cotton industry and the wider community. 

As part of this combined commitment, Cotton Australia and CRDC are pleased to support undergraduate students in attending the 2026 Australian Cotton Conference.

Nature of the Scholarships 
 
The Australian Cotton Conference, held every two years, provides outstanding opportunities to:

· Network with industry professionals
· Learn from peers
· Hear from leading experts in research, production, marketing, and agribusiness
· Meet potential employers

The scholarship supports attendance at all three days of the conference and is valued at up to $1,500 per student.

Scholarship Inclusions 
 
The scholarship includes:

· Full conference registration (4-6 August 2026)*
· Travel support up to $500**
· Up to three nights’ accommodation (twin-share) if required***
· Attendance at the Cotton Conference Welcome Reception in the Trade Hall  (4 August)
· Ticket to the Cotton Conference Awards Dinner (6 August)

* Paid directly by Cotton Australia
** Travel support determined case‑by‑case; not available for students based in the Gold Coast region
*** Booked and paid directly by Cotton Australia and CRDC


Eligibility Criteria  
 
Applicants must:

· Be currently enrolled in undergraduate study
· Be studying agriculture, agricultural science, applied science, agribusiness, teaching, or a related field
· Be eligible to live, work, and study in Australia
· Be able to attend the full conference (4-6 August 2026)
· Be working towards a diploma or bachelor’s degree
· Not have previously received a scholarship to attend an Australian Cotton Conference
 
Your Application Should Include    

A written application (max 500 words) or a short video (max 3 minutes) addressing:

· Your interest in the cotton industry
· How attending the conference will support your studies
· Any scholarships received in the past five years
· Your career aspirations and how this scholarship supports them

Also include:

· A brief résumé outlining work experience, interests, community involvement
· A copy of your academic transcript (not originals)
· Contact details for two referees
· Your full contact details, including your address

Application Procedures  
 
Submit your application by 5:00 pm (EST), Friday 26 June 2026 to: 📧 jennyh@cotton.org.au
Applications may be submitted as a written document or video presentation. 

Selection Process  
 
Scholarships are awarded at the discretion of the Selection Committee. The Committee may choose not to award a scholarship in any given year. All decisions are final, and no correspondence will be entered into.

Payment  
 
All scholarship inclusions (except travel) will be paid directly by Cotton Australia and CRDC. Approved travel reimbursements (up to $500) will be paid upon submission of valid receipts.
 

Ongoing Eligibility  
 
If the recipient takes extended leave, withdraws from study, or is suspended after accepting the scholarship, Cotton Australia and CRDC reserve the right to suspend or cancel funding. Recipients must advise Cotton Australia of any change in circumstances immediately.

Conditions of the Scholarship  
 
· Awardees may be required to participate in promotional or publicity activities.
· Content from applications may be used in Cotton Australia and CRDC communications.
· Recipients may be invited to additional industry networking events during the conference and are encouraged to participate. 

Need More Information?  
 
Please contact Cotton Australia Education Manager Jenny Hughes: jennyh@cotton.org.au    
 
Visit the Australian Cotton Conference website: www.australiancottonconference.com.au/ or follow the Conference on Facebook: www.facebook.com/australiancottonconference 
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COTTON AUSTRALIA LIMITED

Head Office Suite 4.01, 247 Coward St, Mascot NSW 2020 Australia
Phone + 61 2 9669 5222

Brisbane Level 8, 183 North Quay, Brisbane QLD 4000
Toowoomba Unit 3, 6 Rutledge St, Toowoomba QLD 4350

Narrabri Level 2, 2 Lloyd St, Narrabri NSW 2390
ABN 24 054 122 879

www.cottonaustralia.com.au




