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Cotton Australia Conference 2026
Scholarship for teachers and educators

Cotton Australia will offer a maximum of six scholarships for school teachers and educators to attend the Australian Cotton Conference which will be held at the Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre from 4-6 August 2026.
  
About Cotton Australia  
 
Cotton Australia is the peak body for Australia’s cotton growing industry, supporting up to 1,500 cotton farming families predominantly in NSW and Queensland with a burgeoning industry in Northern Australia. We foster a world-class agricultural industry that’s sustainable, valued for its economic and social contributions and recognised for producing a globally sought‑after product.

As part of our commitment to building a skilled workforce and increasing community understanding of the cotton industry, Cotton Australia is pleased to support teachers and educators in attending the Australian Cotton Conference.  

Nature of the Scholarships 
 
The Australian Cotton Conference, held biennially, offers exceptional opportunities for:

· Networking with industry professionals
· Learning from peers
· Hearing from leading experts in research, production, business, and marketing
· Forming new partnerships

Teacher Days will be held on 5–6 August, with optional attendance on 4 August available upon request.
Each scholarship is valued at up to $1,500, with additional support of $400 available to schools for teacher release (invoiced directly to Cotton Australia).

Eligibility Criteria  
 
The scholarships are open to candidates who:

· Are School Executives and Educators of Stage 2–6 in areas such as Agriculture, Agricultural Science, Primary Industries, Science (incl. Biology), Design and Technology, Textiles Technology, STEM, Geography, Primary School, or related disciplines.
· Demonstrate an interest in teaching about the cotton industry.
· Provide evidence of how conference learnings or partnerships will be applied in their teaching or school programs.
· Commit to sharing knowledge gained with colleagues.
· Agree to provide:
· A short article (max 300 words) for Cotton Australia use (due 7 September 2026).
· An outline for at least one lesson or activity developed from conference learnings (due 7 September 2026).
 
Your Application Should Include    

1. A written application (max 500 words) or a short video (max 3 minutes) addressing the criteria.
2. A brief résumé.
3. Contact details for two referees.
4. Your full contact details, including your address. 

Scholarship Inclusions 
 
· Registration for two days of the Cotton Conference (5–6 August).
· One day of teacher relief funding to the value of $400*.
· Travel assistance of up to $500**.
· Up to two nights’ accommodation on the Gold Coast if required (5–6 August)***.
· Conference catering (morning tea, lunch, afternoon tea on 5–6 August).

* Paid directly to the school upon invoice received by 7 September 2026.
** Travel support is determined case‑by‑case and excludes applicants living in the Gold Coast region. Recipients arrange their own travel.
*** Accommodation may be twin share.
Optional: Recipients are invited to attend the Newcomers Welcome Reception on 4 August at no additional cost. 

Application Procedures  
 
Submit your written or video application by 5:00 pm (EST), Friday 26 June 2026 to: 📧jennyh@cotton.org.au  
 
Selection Process  
 
A Selection Committee will assess applications at its discretion. The Committee may choose not to award scholarships in any given year. All decisions are final, and no correspondence will be entered into.

Payment  
 
All the scholarship inclusions will be paid for on behalf of the scholarship recipient by Cotton Australia, except for travel. Recipients for whom Cotton Australia has agreed to pay travel will reimburse travel of up to $500 with proof of applicant travel provided on tax receipts. 
 
Ongoing Eligibility  
 
If a recipient takes extended leave, resigns, or is suspended after accepting the scholarship, Cotton Australia may suspend or cancel funding. Recipients must notify Cotton Australia of any change in circumstances as soon as possible.

Conditions of the Scholarship  
 
· Recipients may be required to participate in promotional activities and events.
· Content from applications may be used for communication purposes.
· Scholarship recipients may be invited to industry events during the Conference and are encouraged to participate.

Need More Information?  
 
Please contact Cotton Australia Education Manager Jenny Hughes: jennyh@cotton.org.au    
 
Australian Cotton Conference http://www.australiancottonconference.com.au/ https://www.facebook.com/australiancottonconference 
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COTTON AUSTRALIA LIMITED

Head Office Suite 4.01, 247 Coward St, Mascot NSW 2020 Australia
Phone + 61 2 9669 5222

Brisbane Level 8, 183 North Quay, Brisbane QLD 4000
Toowoomba Unit 3, 6 Rutledge St, Toowoomba QLD 4350

Narrabri Level 2, 2 Lloyd St, Narrabri NSW 2390
ABN 24 054 122 879

www.cottonaustralia.com.au




